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Ali Istanda

Born in 2000, Ali Istanda is a Bunun artist raised in the Sazasa community of Yanping Township, Taitung
County, Taiwan. Her work After the Flood, There Are Islands was featured in the Taiwan International

Austronesian Art Triennial and won First Prize at the 2024 Kaohsiung Award.

In the Bunun language, Sazasa refers to a place where sugarcane grows tall, animals thrive, and people live
well. Rooted in this fertile land, Ali approaches inherited culture from the perspective of a younger generation,

translating her lived experiences into new interpretations of time, place, and identity.

Her artistic practice centers on the dialogue between Bunun culture and contemporary society. Through
printmaking, she transforms memories of the land and community into a restrained yet layered visual
language. From her graduation project 13 Months, exploring Bunun ways of understanding time and
community life, to After the Flood, There Are Islands, which draws on flood mythology to reflect on change
and belonging, she creates spaces in which ancestral narratives meet contemporary experience. She
continues to push the boundaries of printmaking through symbols and spatial forms, exploring cultural

inheritance and ways of navigating modern life.
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Education
2023 Bachelor's Program for Indigenous People in Art Industry, National Kaohsiung Normal

University, Kaohsiung, Taiwan.

Solo Exhibition
2024 Back to Where the Story Began, Islander Art Force, Hualien, Taiwan.

Selected Group Exhibitions

2026 Breaking Ground: Art and Activism in Indigenous Taiwan, Ministry of Culture Art Gallery, New
Taipei City, Taiwan.
Tana Makes a Place, Open, and next Experimental Art Ground, KIRI International Indigenous
Cultural and Creative Park, Taoyuan, Taiwan.
2026-2027 Craft Pilgrimage | Hualien: Tracing the Light — Return, Hualien Cultural and
Creative Industries Park, Hualien, Taiwan.

2025 Breaking Ground: Art and Activism in Indigenous Taiwan, IAIA Museum of Contemporary
Native Arts, Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA.
Hidden Treasures in Everyday Life, Kaohsiung Children’s Museum of Art, Kaohsiung, Taiwan.
Young Art Kaohsiung, The Pier-2 Art Center, Kaohsiung, Taiwan.
Echoes of an Island, Galerie Pierre, Taichung, Taiwan.

2024 2024 Kaohsiung Award, Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts, Kaohsiung, Taiwan.
LunarFest: Giant Lantern Exhibition, Toronto and Vancouver, Canada.
The 13th Festival of Pacific Arts & Culture (FestPAC): Ho‘oulu Lahui — Regenerating Oceania,
Hawai‘i Convention Center, Honolulu, USA.
Sacred Space: Back to the Beginning, Ketagalan Culture Center, Taipei, Taiwan.
Travel Unbound, Hong-Gah Museum, Taipei, Taiwan.
Planetary Rupture Observatory, PALAFANG Hualien Art Festival, Hualien County Stone
Sculpture Museum, Hualien, Taiwan.
Spring Group Exhibition, Liang Gallery, Taipei, Taiwan.

2023 RamiS — The 1st Taiwan International Austronesian Art Triennial, Taiwan Indigenous Culture
Park, Pingtung, Taiwan.

2022 We Have Art: Preliminary Research and Documentation Exhibition for the Austronesian Art
Triennial, 1n1 Original Space, Pingtung, Taiwan.
SPARKLE: Graduation Exhibition of the Indigenous Program in Art Industries, National

Kaohsiung Normal University, Art Center 116, Kaohsiung, Taiwan.

Awards

2025 Selected, PULIMA Art Award, Taiwan.
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First Prize, Kaohsiung Award, Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts, Kaohsiung, Taiwan.

Public Collections

2024

Residencies

2026

Experience

2025

2024

After the Flood, There Are Islands, print (edition 2/6), Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts,

Kaohsiung, Taiwan.

After the Flood, There Are Islands, print (edition 5/6), Ketagalan Culture Center, Taipei,

Taiwan.

Resident Artist, Open, and next Experimental Art Ground, Indigenous Peoples Cultural
Foundation (PULIMA) and KIRI International Indigenous Cultural and Creative Park, Taoyuan,

Taiwan.

Instructor, An Island Slowly Emerges Printmaking Workshop, National Taiwan Museum of Fine

Arts, Taichung, Taiwan.

Instructor, Taiwan Pavilion — Intaglio Printmaking Workshop, Hawai‘i Convention Center,
Honolulu, USA.

Instructor, Year of the Dragon Printmaking Workshop, Taitung Art Museum, Taitung, Taiwan.
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